EFL Listening: Randall's (Pre-Intermediate)

1. APARTMENTS FOR RENT  (Found under 'Easy' / General Listening Quizzes)

Vocabulary:

· work out (phrasal verb): going well
- My new job schedule has really worked out for me.
· commute (verb; also a noun): to travel between home and work or school
- VERB: I have to commute two hours each day to get to work.
- NOUN: How long is your commute to work every day?
· utilities (noun): public services including water, gas, and electricity
- How much do you pay for utilities each month?
· furnished (adjective): containing furniture, for example, a sofa, tables, and washing machine
- I decided to rent a furnished apartment so I wouldn't have to buy so many things.
· vacancies (noun): rooms not being rented / available rooms
- Do you have any vacancies starting next month?
Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the box. 
My roommates ___________ the apartment, so they didn't get back their deposit.

The ___________ down the hall always makes a lot of noise late at night.

The rent for that apartment is really _________, so I'll look for a cheaper one.

If we ___________ the rent, then each person will only have to pay $150.

Be sure to read the ___________ very carefully before you sign it.

Choose the best word.
 It's not the best apartment for me, but I think things will _____________ out in the long run.

1.   go

2.   live

3.   work

Could you please let me know if people move out and there are ________________? I'd really to rent a place here if that happens.

1.   furnishings

2.   vacancies

3.   utilities

I was told that the rent for this apartment includes all ________________ including gas, electricity, and water.

1.   furniture

2.   tenants

3.   utilities

It takes me about 30 minutes to _______________ to work by train every day.

1.   go

2.   fly

3.   commute

Renting ______________ apartment with a sofa, bed, and table would make life easier.

1.   a furnished

2.   a vacant

3.   an empty

Fill-in Exercise

	Roger: Hello.

Ann: Hello Roger? This is Ann. 

Roger: Oh hi, Ann. How have you been? And how's your new apartment _______________ ? 

Ann: Well, that's what I'm calling about. You see, I've decided to look for a new place.

Roger: Oh, what's the problem with your place now? I thought you liked the apartment.

Ann: Oh, I do, but it's a little far from ____________, and the ______________is just killing me. Do you think you could help? I thought you might know more about the housing situation near the school.

Roger: Okay, what's your __________ like? I mean how much do you want to spend on rent?

Ann: Uh, somewhere under $200 a month, including _____________, if I could. Oh, and I'd prefer to rent a ______________apartment. 

Roger: Hmm. And anything else?

Ann: Yeah, I need a _____________________.

Roger: Well, I know there's an apartment complex around the corner that seems to have a few ___________________.  I'll drop by there on my way to class today.

Ann: Hey, thanks a lot.

Roger: No problem. 



2. FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK  (an automated menu – in 'Difficult' /General Listening Quizzes)

Discussion
What kind of bank account(s) do you have?  Do you have a credit or debit or ATM card?  

What kind of services does your bank offer? Do you ever use any of them? 

Do you like your bank?  Why did you choose your bank instead of another one? 
Vocabulary

· interest rates (noun): extra money the bank pays you to use/keep your money in your account, in percent 

· automated (adj): automatic, or without a customer service agent 

· touch tone (adj): uses the sounds made by pressing the number keys on your phone to work

First Listen

What number do you press if you want to … 
1.  check to see how much money you have in your account? 

2.  find out what time the bank closes? 

3.  transfer money from your savings account to checking account?

4.  find out the current interest rate? 

5.  check if the meal you paid for with your debit card has been charged to your account yet? 

6.  find out if the bank is open on Saturday and what hours? 

7.  transfer money from your account to another customer’s account?
Script & Fill-in
Welcome to First Mountain Bank's automated ____________   ___________  information service. 

Press 1 for banking __________. 

Press 2 for account ___________ .  

Press 3 for money ____________ .  

Press 4 for account interest rates. 

Press 5 for bank _________ . 

Press 6 at any time to return to the __________  ___________ . 

Press 7 to _______ the call. Thank you.
3. GOOD OLE BLUES (A RADIO STATION) (in 'Easy' / General Listening Quizzes)
VOCABULARY

· soothe (verb): to relax or calm
- You should trying listening to classical music to soothe your nerves. It works for me.
· sunup (noun): sunrise or the point where the sun comes up in the morning
- We'll leave tomorrow before sunup, so please be ready.
· identify (verb): to name
- Greg can identify the names of almost all the constellations in the sky.
· tune (noun): usually, a song or musical number
- This radio station plays some really good tunes.
FILL-IN

Check out all the ______________ on my iPod.

Can you ___________ this song? I've heard it before, but I can't remember its name.

The music really ___________ the baby, and it went right to sleep.

He always sits in his apartment Sun night,  ____________ guitar and smoking.

We will give a special prize to the tenth ___________ who can identify this song.
SCRAMBLED SENTENCES 

1. 
favorite music kind is My of rock

2. 
music you of What kind like? do

3. 
can I little guitar, but play a yet good not very I'm

4. 
taking long lessons? you been have How harmonica

5. 
not interested with going her because out I'm in taste terrible music has in she 

MULTIPLE CHOICE
  Do you want to ________________ to some jazz music?

1.   listen

2.   hear

3.   play

  My brother can _______________ any song. He knows them all.

1.   call

2.   identify

3.   soothe

  I really enjoy the _______________ this radio station plays. They have a really good beat.

1.   stories

2.   shows

3.   tunes

  I won two concert ______________ by calling the radio station and identifying the song they were playing. Do you want to come?

1.   brochures

2.   tickets

3.   receipts

  He can ______________ many rock songs on his guitar. Taking guitar lessons for the past ten years has really helped him.

1.   write

2.   present

3.   play
SCRIPT & FILL-IN
"Ah, nothing like good old rhythm and blues to soothe the soul this late Wednesday night. This is Harry Williams, and I'll be with you throughout the night here on KQ1150. Oh, and don't forget that I'll be giving away ___________ on the hour from now until sunup for those of you who can identify this ________ .

[ jazz music ]

Call me at 693-3019 and be the seventh ______________. And if you can tell me the name of that piece and the year it was recorded, you'll enjoy the tunes of one of the best ___________ ever a week from this Saturday night, downtown at the Silver Palace.

Now sit back, relax, and enjoy _______________   KQ1150." 

4. SATURDAY'S CHORES (in 'Easy' / General Listening Quizzes)
Discussion Questions

1.  Did you have to do chores as a child? What kinds of chores?

2.  Are chores for children common in your culture/society? Do you think some cultures are different when it comes to chores?

3.  What age do you think children should be given chores? 

4.  Did you get a weekly or monthly allowance from your parents growing up? 

5.  What kinds of chores will you give your kids? Will you pay them? 

Vocabulary

  scrub (verb): clean thoroughly by rubbing hard
- You'll need to scrub really hard to remove that stain from the table.

  dust (verb): to remove small pieces of dirt
- Please dust all the furniture in the front room.

  baseboards (noun): a piece of wood or molding attached along the bottom of a wall where it touches the floor; also called "skirting board" in Britain and Australia
- We need to remove the baseboards to put down new tile on the floor.

  sweep (verb): to clean a floor by using a broom or brush to collect dirt
- Be sure to sweep the floor before you mop it.

  rake (verb): to gather with a garden tool with a row of plastic or metal teeth at the head
- I spent all yesterday raking the leaves in my backyard.
· weeds (noun): any plants that you do not want in your garden. The bad plants you are not trying to grow. – There are a lot of weeds in the flower bed that need to be pulled.
· mop (verb & noun): To mop = to use a mop (noun) to clean the floor. A mop is the tool with a long handle that you put in a bucket of water and then use to clean the floor.
Gap-Fill Exercise
1. We can ______________ the leaves together in the front yard.

2. Could you _____________ the living room furniture?

3. I had to _____________ the kitchen floor before I could leave this morning.

4. Please _____________ the pans after you finish cooking dinner.

5. It is a good habit to ______________ after you get up in the morning.
Scrambled Sentences

1.   to the patio sweep because it is dirty. You need

2.   go you before friend’s house. your over to room Clean your
First Listen

1. What does the boy want to do at the beginning of the conversation?

2. What is the boy assigned to do around the house?

3. What does the boy have to do in his bedroom?

4. What is the father going to do while the boy is doing his household chores?

5. Where will the father and son go after the housework is done? 

Script / Fill-In
Son: Dad. Can I go outside _______________________ ?
Dad: Well, did you get you Saturday's work done?
Son: Ah, Dad. Do I have to?
Dad: Well, you know the rules. No playing until the work is done.
Son: So, what is my work?
Dad: Well, first you have to clean the bathroom including the __________________. And don't forget to scrub the bathtub.
Son: No, I want to do the family room.
Dad: Well, okay, but you have to vacuum the family room and the hall, and be sure to dust everything. Oh, and don't forget to wipe the walls and clean the baseboards. [Okay.] And after that. [Oh, no.] Next, sweep and mop ____________________________ and be sure to polish the table in the living room.
Son: Okay. Okay. 
Dad: And make your bed and _________________________ and put them away. And . . . 
Son: More?
Dad: Yeah. And then, how about going out for lunch and getting a big ________________, but you probably don't want to do that.
Son: No, No. I want to.
Dad: Okay. While you're doing your work, I'll be out in the yard raking leaves and ___________________ weeds.
5.  INTERNET ACCESS  (in 'Medium' / Listening Quizzes for Academic Purposes)

Discussion 

1. How often do you use the internet?  About how many hours per week total?  

2. Where do you usually access it from?  Using which device? 

3. What types of things do you do online?  What do you use the internet for the most? 

4. Who is your service provider? What kind of plan do you have?  How much does it cost? 

5. What are the advantages of your plan? What are the negative points? 
First Listen
1. How many hours of Internet access a month does this company provide?
[image: image1.wmf]A. less than 150 hours     B. between 151 and 300 hours      C. more than 300 hours

2. What are the calling hours for technical support?
[image: image2.wmf]A. from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight     B. anytime / 24 hrs.     C. from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

3. How much webspace does the company provide?
[image: image3.wmf]A. 13     B. 30     C. 39

4. How much does basic Internet access cost?
[image: image4.wmf]A. $19.95     B. $25.00     C. $29.95

5. What additional benefits were mentioned in the commercial? (Choose 2)
[image: image5.wmf]A. free email     B. content filters     C. no start-up fees    D.  free website hosting
Pre-Listening Exercises 
Match each word with a synonym 
Unlimited 


charges

24/7



blockers




Filters 



all the time

Objectionable 


limitless

Set-up 



initial/starting

Fees 



speeding

Roaring 


unacceptable




Use each word in a sentence 
1.  The boy went __________________ down the road on his new motorcycle, like a racer. 

2.  The _________________ on my email account were not blocking enough spam, so I changed my security settings and now I don’t get much junk mail. 

3.  It is not hard to ____________________  a new facebook account; it only takes 5 minutes. 

4.  I did not find the photos of his girlfriend in her bikini, which he posted on his Facebook account, _____________________ , but she did and now I hear they broke up because of it. 

5.  If you use their monthly plan, for just 300 a month, you get _____________________ internet access and text messaging on your phone.

6.  With the promotion, there were no _________________ to sign up, but we still have to pay the monthly charges. 

7.  Seven Eleven convenience stores are open ___________ around the world. 
Fill-In / Script 
Tired of waiting for a webpage to download? 

Then, sign up for the hottest broadband highway to the Internet from Impact Solutions. We provide you unlimited monthly ______________, 24/7 technical support, 30 MB of free webspace for your personal or business site, and content filters to protect your family from objectionable material. Pricing starts at 29.95 a month. And with no ___________ fees, you'll be roaring through the corridors of cyberspace . . . well, in time for when you really should be asleep.

Contact Impact Solutions today to get the most out of your ______________ experience.
6.  PARTY TIME!  (in 'Easy' / General Listening Quizzes)

Discussion
1. Have you ever been to a good house party?  

2. Have you ever met someone at a party who became a good friend or a girl/boyfriend?

Vocabulary

  make it : come
- It's really good to see you could make it.

  full swing (idiom): at its high point
- The party really got into full swing around midnight.

  eat someone out of house and home (idiom): eat a lot of/all of someone’s food
- My teenagers have huge appetites and are eating me out of house and home.

  hit it off (idiom): get along well
- My roommate and I hit it off from the very first day we moved in.
First Listen

1. Who is visiting Jori for the weekend?

2. What is Carol wearing?

3. What is Carol like?

 4. What is Bob wearing?

5. How does Jori know Bob? 

Script & Fill-in
Jori:  Hi Dave. [Hi] _____________________ . Come on in. 

Dave:  Wow. Looks like the party's in full swing.

Jori:    Yeah. And they're eating me out of house and home. Oh, I'd like you to meet my 
sister, Carol.   She's visiting for the weekend.
Dave:  Oh. Which one is she?

Jori:  She's sitting on the ____________ over there.

Dave:  You mean the woman wearing the red sweater with the _________________ ?

Jori: Yeah. That's right. Let me introduce you to her. [Yeah.]I just know you two will      hit it off.  You're both so ____________________  and _______________________ .

Dave:  Uh, and who's the man sitting next to her? The man with the _______________ and flashy green tie? 

Jori:  Oh, that's Bob, my karate teacher.

Dave:  Karate teacher! I never knew you ________________  karate.

Jori: Yeah, I started about two months ago. Come on. I'd like you to meet them.
7.  A DAY AT SCHOOL (in Japan, under 'Easy' / General Listening Quizzes)
Discussion
Describe a normal school day in the life of a student in your country including hours, class subjects, meals, rules, dress, and extra-curricular activities. 
Vocabulary
  gym clothes (noun): clothes that you exercise in

  gym (noun): short for "gymnasium.” Also short for “gym class / or PE”

First Listen

1. How does Joshua go to school in Japan?

2. Which items did Joshua mention when talking about the things he takes to school? 

3. What is one of the first things Joshua does when he arrives at school?

4. Where does Joshua eat lunch at school?

5. What time does Joshua probably get home from school most days?

Script & Fill-in
Randall:  Hello. Today I'm ____________________ Joshua on his experiences going to a Japanese school. Now Joshua, what time do you go to school?
Joshua:  Eight O'clock. 
Randall:  Eight O'clock. And do you go by yourself, or on _____________________ ?
Joshua:  No, I have a group that goes with me.
Randall:  So you go with a group?
Joshua:  Uh-huh.
Randall:  Now what kinds of things do you take to school?
Joshua:  I take my taiso fuku, that is gym clothes, and I take my ____________________ and my books              [ Oh, okay. ] and stuff like that.
Randall:  Okay and what is the first thing you do when you get to school?
Joshua:  We do "kiritsu, rei." 
Randall: "Kiritsu" and "rei." Now what are those?
Joshua:  It means "stand up, bow."
Randall:  Stand up and bow.
Joshua:  Uh-huh.
Randall:  And what do you study at school?
Joshua:  We study kokugo, that is writing and reading and stuff like that [ Okay ], and sansu, that's math.               [ Okay. ]. And, let's see . . . we do gym too. 
Randall:  Okay, and where do you eat lunch? Do you have a ____________________ or cafeteria?
Joshua:  No, we eat in our classroom.
Randall:  You eat in your classroom! [ Yeah. ]. Oh wow. That is very interesting. Now what time do you come home from school?
Joshua:  We come home sometimes at ___________ and sometimes at 2:00.
Randall:  Okay, well thank you very much Joshua.
Joshua: _______________________ . 
8.  AIRPORT ANNOUNCEMENT  (in 'Difficult' / Listening Quizzes for Academic Purposes)

Discussion
1.  How often do you travel by airplane? 

2. What is the longest trip you have taken by plane? 

3. Do you like flying? 

4. Have you ever had a bad experience traveling by plane? Share it with the class. 

5. Have you ever sat in first-class? How is it different from economy class? 

6. Describe the procedures for air travel, from check-in to the time you get on the plane. 

Pre-Listening Exercises 
Matching – Match each vocabulary word from the passage with one which has the opposite meaning 
Departure 



Good weather 

Delay




flight crew 

Inclement weather 


Arrival

Ground crew 



On-time

Overbooked



for sale

Round-trip



empty 

Complimentary



one-way
Scrambled Sentences 

1. 
plane at The leaves 2230

2. 
I flying like really so don't I sleep never can flights on

3. 
America train in system isn't The very good

4. 
ticket one-way usually is than cheaper a round-trip A ticket

5. 
Indonesia and Philippines often I news see stories ferries about in the sinking  
First Listen
1. Who is probably making the announcement? 
A. a pilot 
B. a flight attendant 
C. a ticket agent 
D. a ground crew member
2. What is the ultimate destination of the flight? 
A. Atlanta 
B. Miami 
C. Caracas 
D. Lima
3. What change has been announced? 
A. the flight number 
B. the gate number 
C. the arrival time 
D. the boarding time
4. What are the current weather conditions outside? 
A. It's raining. 
B. It's cloudy. 
C. It's hailing. 
D. It's windy.
5. What time will the plane depart? 
A. 9:50 AM 
B. 12:15 PM 
C. 4:05 PM 
D. 8:45 PM
Script / Fill-In
Now, try to fill in the blanks with the correct words. Then, listen and check. 
Hello.  Passengers of flight 17 bound for Caracas, with stops in Atlanta and Miami. The ___________________  gate has been changed to 30B.  Also, there will be a slight departure __________  due to ______________________outside.  The ground _______ is in the process of de-icing the wings in preparation for departure. It also looks like the flight is slightly ______________, so we are offering _____________ round-trip tickets to a few passengers willing to take a later flight.  We should be boarding about a quarter to the hour.  Thank you for your patience.
Script 
Hello. Passengers of flight 17 bound for Caracas, with stops in Atlanta and Miami. The departure gate has been changed to 30B. Also, there will be a slight departure delay due to inclement weather outside. The ground crew is in the process of deicing the wings in preparation for departure. It also looks like the flight is slightly overbooked, so we are offering complimentary round-trip tickets to a few passengers willing to take a later flight. We should be boarding about a quarter to the hour. Thank you for your patience.

9.   ENJOYING THE ZOO (under 'Difficult' / General Listening Quizzes)

Discussion
Have you ever been to a zoo?  How was it?  What was your favorite part? 

What’s your opinion of zoos? 
Vocabulary

· porcupine (noun): also called a hedgehog. An animal with long, sharp needles used to protect itself. - Our dog tried to attack a porcupine and came home with needles in its nose. 
· trunk (noun): the long nose of an elephant 
- The elephant used its trunk to move that big tree.
·  naughty (adjective): badly behaved 
- The monkeys were really naughty and stole my hat right off my head. 
Fill-in Exercises

1. My son was a little ________________ and fed the kangaroos when he shouldn't have done it, while I wasn't looking. This was against the zoo's rules, and he knew it.

2. My daughter really likes ________________ because they have very long necks and stand very tall.

3. What is the ________________ fee to get into the zoo? 
    attend
    entrance
    open

4. A ____________  at the zoo landed on my arm and fluttered its delicate wings.

5. A ______________ can walk through the desert for days without water. People can ride these animals and even use them as pack animals to carry supplies.
First Listen

1. What did the boy like best about the zoo?
A. porcupines
B. penguins
C. polar bears

2. What did the elephant do at the zoo?

3. According to what little the boy said, what probably happened at the bird show?

4. Where did the boy see the butterflies?
A. inside a glass enclosure
B. in a wire building near the bird show
C. flying around the zoo

5. What does the man say to his son at the end?  What do you think it means?
Script & Fill-in
Father:  Mikey. Time for bed [Why?] Why? It's getting  ___________ out. Well, do you want to talk before you go to bed? [Yeah] Uh, what do you want to talk about? 

Boy:  Um, the zoo.

Father:  The zoo? Oh, that was so fun when we went to the zoo. What did you like best about the zoo?

Boy: Um, the ________________ 
Father: They were big, weren't they? And what else . . . yeah. What else do you remember?

Boy:   Um, the two giraffes.

Father:  The two giraffes? And were they taller than me or shorter than me?

Boy:  They're over your head.

Father:  They were over my head. They were pretty tall. And what else do you remember? I remember . . Didn't you see an elephant? [Yeah] What about the elephant do you remember? [Um] What was he . . . was he eating? [Yeah] He was eating. And then, mommy said something happened with the elephant. That he did something.

Boy:  He ______________________  on us.

Father:  He did? Oh, how did he do that? With his foot?

Boy:  No, with his ____________ .

Father:  And then you fed some ducks. What color were the ducks?

Boy:  White.

Father: And what other animals do you remember?[Um] Wasn't there some type of show?

Boy: Yeah. A bird show.

Father: A bird show? What did the birds do?

Boy:  Um, flied. (Past tense = flew, but little kids in America don't usually use past tense correctly – just like some other people I know . . . )

Father:  Oh, they flew around!

Boy:  One flied.

Father:  Oh, one flew. Were they good birds? [Yeah] Were they naughty at all?

Boy:  One was naughty. 

Father:  What did it do?

Boy:  Um, did, the, thing, what you . . . it the . . . the man what it could not do. [Translation: It did something it wasn't supposed to do.]

Father: Uhh, okay. And then you saw some butterflies, didn't you? [Yeah] What __________ were they?

Boy:  After the bird show.

Father:  After the bird show you saw them. And _________ the butterflies _________around all over the zoo?

Boy:  Uh, um, they're inside.

Father:  They were inside, what, a little building? [Yeah] What was the building made of? Was it made of ____________ ? [No] What was it made of? [Glass] Oh, made of glass. And couldn't the butterflies fly out of the glass? [No] No, oh, what stopped them from flying out? 

Boy:  Um, the air.

Father:  Oh, the air. Ah, there was air coming down? [Yeah] Oh, well that's great. Well, it's time to go to bed now. _______________ and don't let the bed bugs ________. Good night. 

[Goodnight]
2

