X Files: "John Doe" 
Season 9, Episode 7 

Discussion Questions 

(Discuss these as they appear, before the answer is shown/becomes apparent.)
1.  Why do you think Agent Dogget can’t remember who he is? 

2.  What would you do if you were in his situation (in the jail)? 

3.  What do you think the tattoo on his arm is? How could it help him find out who he is? 

4.  Why does the boss’s helper, Nestor, hate Agent Dogget? What do you think he’ll do? 
5.  What do you think will happen to Agent Dogget in the end?
6.  Do you think it would be better to remember a life full of pain, or forget it all and start over?
Difficult/Troublesome Phrases from the Movie (in order)

· I’m the victim here; the guy ripped me off. 

· Nice touch putting it back on again – your one shoe. Reply: Yeah, well maybe I like to hop.

· I know I’m getting the hell out of here.  

· You got money to buy the police? 

· Maybe getting home is not in your best interest.  Reply:  How’s that? 

· People like you come here to disappear. 

· What kind of job?  Reply: What the hell do you care? 

· You watch your hands.

· I own you like I own that car. 

· You don’t tell me what you’ll do; I tell you what you’ll do. (Practice pron. / sentence stress of pronouns)

· At least there’s one thing we know about you – you’re not a man of your word.

· What does that mean? No comprendo. 

· Don’t turn your nose up at me. For all you know you spent your life fondling little boys. 

· I’d say this reshapes the investigation.
· It’s our first solid lead. Now, with your permission I’d like to contact our LEGATs office and extend our task force south of the border.
· Director of FBI’s response:  I’m not extending the task force, I’m disbanding it. I see no other choice. The past 12 days, I’ve had 40 agents working overtime, scouring the entire state of Texas at what appears to be a wasted effort. I can’t move them lock, stock, and barrel into Mexico – not on the strength of this. Turn it over to the Mexican federal police. Dogget’s in their jurisdiction, not ours. 

Whether you believe it or not, I want to find him as badly as you do. But the FBI’s resources are already taxed by national security concerns. There are political realities I have to account for. 
· She can help them all she wants, but from this side of the border.

· I’m betting he came to you with questions. 

· Mr. Reyes is an upstanding business man and a pillar of the community

· Your only personal hope for the future is that I find him alive. 

· Unless my client is under arrest, this meeting is over. 

· I’m glad I got somebody worth a damn.
· A man of principle, as far as you know…
· You’re one of the disappeared ones. 

· The cartel – they own the town, everything and everybody.

· They took away my memory? How? How do I get it back?  Reply:  You don’t – that’s the point. 

· They want us to make it easy for em. Cartel owns the cops in this town. They’re gonna kill us. 
· Take cover. It won’t be long before they get tired of waitin. 

· He’s dead. He was murdered. Is that right? He was kidnapped. 

· I was assigned to the case. That’s when you and I met. 

· Oh God John, they’re smoking us out. 

· Hang on! 

· I speak English, but I don’t understand you.  Reply: Like hell, you don’t! 

· You took my memory. I have no idea how you do it. 

· Everything I am, everything I had, my identity - you robbed that from me. 

· Hollace Rice was the banker. He was out of his mind. He didn’t even know his name. You robbed him of that. 
· Then you tried to do the same thing to me. You failed you son of a bitch. I remember everything. 

· Memory Stealer:  Why would you want to remember? You can’t tell me you’re happier now. Because you recall your life. I saw it all. So much pain. 
· Why would you want to struggle so long and hard to get that pain back? Agent Dogget:  Because it’s mine… 
Vocabulary 
Victim    

I’m the victim here; the guy ripped me off. 

Rip off (v)

The guy ripped me off  - He stole my money. 

Nice touch   

Nice touch putting it back on again – your one shoe. Yeah, well maybe I like to hop.

Buy the police  
pay/bribe the police (to get out of jail)

On the run   

hiding from the police/authorities
In your best interest
good for you / the best thing for you
Gringo


Word that Mexicans use for Americans – Hey gringo, what’s your name? 

Bought and paid for 
You’re bought and paid for – I own you. 
Man of your word
A man who keeps his word/promises

Coyote 

Someone who brings illegal immigrants from Mexico into the USA

Turn your nose up
To look down on someone, to think you are better than someone else.

(at someone)

Customs 

The government agency in a country that manages immigration and foreign visitors
A blowup 

a photo that has been enlarged, zoomed out

Border crossing
the checkpoint on the border – where people cross from one country to another
Solid lead 

a clue or evidence that can be trusted and might lead police to solve an investigation
Task force 
a temporary, joint, cooperative group of people from different agencies, dedicated to solving the same problem – a drug task force
LEGATs office


Legal Attache office, at the embassy

Disband 


to break up, to take apart, to dissolve a group (of people) 
Scour 



I’ve had 40 agents scouring the entire state of Texas  - looking carefully for
Lock, stock, and barrel
all of it / all of them – the whole group together, everyone

Jurisdiction

legal boundary, area of legal authority/responsibility – He’s in their jurisdiction, not ours

I’m betting (that)

grammar pattern similar to ‘I’m sure that…” or “I’m certain that …” 
Lebanon barracks bombing 
in 1983, the U.S. Marine Corps barracks (housing compound) was bombed there

That narrows things down
that eliminates some possibilities – that helps, that gives us some clue/idea
Worth a damn 


good, worthwhile, worth having or doing, good quality

A man of principle

a man who does what is right, who is honest, who lives by a code/principles

Shot us down 


declined, rejected our proposal 
Smoke someone out

by smoke grenade or fire, to make someone come out of hiding (in a building)
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