Video Listening Exercise: Blood Diamonds 

Section 1: Intro
Fill in the spaces with words from the box.

Then, listen and check your answers. Check 

if you know the words in italics first.
Narrator:  Diamonds. Timeless. Beautiful. Symbols of love. They are the world’s most precious and _________________ gems. 

Expert: Today’s market a stone like this is probably a 15 million dollar diamond. 

Narrator: But in Africa in the 1990s, these beautiful stones became blood diamonds. Named not for their color, but for their cost in human _______________ and suffering. Literally millions of people have lost their lives as a result of blood diamonds. 

African man1: They put us together and ordered our arms _______________ . 

African man2: You hear people crying, X attacking them, women being ___________ , people being 

                         shot at. 

Narrator: Children were kidnapped and turned into killers. 

African woman: She started back and we entered the house. I took the woman’s baby from the house. She later died and I felt so sorry for that baby. 

Narrator: When the story _________ , a global industry would come under __________ . 

Expert: They feared that diamonds would become the new fur – that people would _____________ diamonds. They were the most politically ____________  jewelry you could think of. 

Narrator: This is the true story of blood diamonds . . . 
In 2007, the Leonardo di Capprio movie, Blood Diamond, revealed the dark side of the world’s most sought after gem. The film is set in Sierra Leone, one of the poorest nations on earth. The average income of its people is little more than a hundred pounds a year. Yet, beneath its soil, lies a treasure trove of diamonds. 

Section 2: The History of Diamonds as Jewelry (Time 12:20 – 13:30 in video)

Vocabulary: Look at the two words in italics. What is their meaning? Look the words up in a dictionary if you need to. What synonyms could you use to replace these words in the sentence?
The report’s greatest criticism was leveled at industry giant DeBeers – Debeers had dominated the market in African diamonds for 100 years. Their philosophy was simple: control diamond supply and you control prices. 

Question: Why does this work? Discuss this as a group, using the underlined words and any other economic words you need to explain it. 

Listen and fill in the missing words. But first, say what kind of word (n, adj, v, adv) should go in each.

We have an idea that diamonds are __________ , but they’re not. What created the value in diamonds is 

withholding the supply and making sure that the supply is regulated and (stutters) there’s never a 

_________________  of diamonds on the market. That’s one thing that DeBeers did right from the 

beginning. With supply under their control, DeBeers, under the inspired leadership of their chairman, 

Anhest Oppenheimer, ______________ a brilliant ad campaign in 1948, designed to increase demand.

His genius was in coming up with the advertising campaign that made a diamond synonymous with 

human love, and in particular, the rite of marriage and ____________________. Because he rightly 

concluded that he could get people to pay quite a bit to buy a diamond in order to please their love. 

But the blood diamond scandal that Global Witness unleashed  _____________________  

the DeBeers business as never before. 

Section 3:  The Children  (23:30 – 25:00)
The conflict in Sierra Leone took on a horrifying new aspect when the RUF began kidnapping children. 

Questions
· What do you think they did with the children? 

· Based on your answers, what would be a good title for this section? 

· What part of speech/kind of word is horrifying ? 

· Can you think of some other words with a similar meaning? 
Read the excerpt below. What kind of words go in the blanks? Can you guess what they might be? 

Now listen and check. 
Expert: They would capture the children in a specific area. And then ___________ the children, 

______________ the children, they’d _________ them Rambo movies one after the other, 

___________ them full of cocaine and marijuana and cheap liquor and  __________  “your parents have 

betrayed you, they’ve betrayed the country. They’re your enemy. You’ve got to go and 

___________your parents.” 

Read the passage below. Think of other words that could replace the underlined words without changing the meaning of the story much. 
During the war, nearly 20,000 boys and girls, aged mostly between 8 and 15, were turned into sex slaves or killing machines. 

Girl:  They took me away and I was sexually abused. They gave me a gun but I didn’t know how to use it so I just held onto it. 

Lovette Freeman was just 14 when she was abducted by the RUF. 

Girl: I did what they wanted me to do because if I refused they would threaten me with a knife. 

I did bad things. We went to a house to loot and I was in front. They all waited in the back while I knocked on the door. A woman opened the door and I pointed the gun at her. She staggered back and we entered the house. I took the woman’s baby from the house and took her away with me. I abducted her. She later died and I felt so sorry for that baby. 

Section 4: The Spotlight (33:15 – 35:00) 

In the paragraph below, what do the words in bold refer to? 
Halfway across the world, a Canadian pressure group called Partnership Africa-Canada was working

on peace building projects for Sierra Leone. And one of the Sierra Leoneans in the group said this thing is really about diamonds. Until somebody does something about diamonds this thing will never be over. We began to research the subject and sure enough diamonds really were the heart of the matter. 


Use the words from the

box for the following 

passage
In Jan 2000, Partnership Africa-Canada published a ____________ report that exposed how diamonds funded the RUF’s ____________ war.  The report also pointed the finger at DeBeers. Although they’d closed their Sierra Leone office in 1985, the report that claimed that DeBeers were almost certainly purchasing Sierra Leone blood diamonds ______________, after they’d been smuggled out of the country. 

If you can’t buy them in the country where they are _____________ then you buy them somewhere else. In the end, they’re all going to go into the same _____________ . So certainly they were buying diamonds that had been ______________ from a whole variety of places. 

DeBeers PA: DeBeers itself did not buy any Sierra Leone diamonds from 1985 onwards, but clearly there were problems in terms of those diamonds from that country getting into certain ____________, being smuggled and getting onto the international _______________ . 

A small part of the video about how they were smuggled out follows: - listen and see if you can understand the main points. 

· Where were they smuggled from? 

· How was it done? 

Question: What do you think happened as a result of the report and the spotlight on blood diamonds in the world’s press?  Now listen and see if you were right. 
Transcript for final section – What happened as a result 

DeBeers began to recognize that this was a real issue. And as the industry leader, they would have to make some changes in the way they do business. 

They realized that they actually had to do something for whatever reasons – whether it was altruistic or whether it was to protect the good name of diamonds, they did become involved. 

In 2000, DeBeers stopped buying diamonds on the open market, ending a practice that had been central to their business since the beginning. 

And basically said they would only buy diamonds from mines that they controlled or had a share in so they knew exactly where the diamonds came from. 

When we look at the absolute tragedy that was going on in Sierra Leone, this shocked the world and it shocked the diamond industry, and we very quickly wanted to become part of the solution in putting an end to this. Diamonds should have nothing to do with these kinds of activities.  
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